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USACE interim fish counting plan; 1 March to 30 June 2019

Summary—The Corps proposes to conduct typical visual counts at Bonneville and Lower Granite dams with standard reporting of fish counts to FPC website the following morning.  The remainder of the projects would be counted using recorded video with counts posted to the website as available.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is planning to cover counting operations through June if needed (see schedule below).  

1 - 30 March

Fish Counts will be initiated at Bonneville and Lower Granite dams 1 March using digital video.  As is the standard procedures, 16 hrs of video is collected per day.  The counts will be made available per the performance specification in the existing contract, typically by 7am the following morning.

1 April – 30 June

Bonneville Dam.—Normal visual counts for 16 hrs per day will begin 1 April and proceed until the new contractor starts new contract services, on or before 30 June.  The counts will be made available per the performance specification in the existing contract.  Night counts collected using digital video begins 15 May.  Counts from nighttime video will be made available per the performance specification in the existing contract.  

The Dalles and John Day dams.—16 hrs of counts per day via digital video.  Video will be collected, archived, and counts made available when practicable.   Counts assessing special operations and issues identified by fish & wildlife managers (e.g., TAC, FPOM, etc.) will prioritized for processing (e.g., TAC, FPOM, etc.), and made available per the performance specification in the existing contract.   That is, after notification of a prioritized need, the counts will be made available per the performance specification in the existing contract.   

McNary, Ice Harbor, Lower Monumental and Little Goose dams.—16 hrs of video per day.  Video will be collected, archived, and counts made available when practicable.   Counts assessing special operations and issues identified by fish & wildlife managers (e.g., TAC, FPOM, etc.) will prioritized for processing (e.g., TAC, FPOM, etc.), and made available per the performance specification in the existing contract.   That is, after notification of a prioritized need, the counts will be made available per the performance specification in the existing contract.  Night counts collected at McNary Dam using digital video begins 15 June.  

Lower Granite Dam.—Transition from video to visual counts between 15 April and 1 May, depending on when Chinook salmon counts begin their annual increase.  On average, salmon counts increase above 100 fish/day between 15 and 21 April. In 2018, this increase in counts occurred the first week of May.  Once visual counting begins, each day of counts will be posted per the performance specification in the existing contract, typically by the following morning 7am.  Night counts collected using digital video begins 15 June.  Nighttime video will be viewed the following day and posted by the next morning.  



